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Background
The health sector in Kenya is a growth industry which has made great strides in the recent past. Improved public health indicators resulting from the progressive access to, and quality of, healthcare, coupled with increasing demand for healthcare services portends the actualization of the Kenya Health Policy 2014 – 2030 stated goal of “Attaining the Highest Standards of Health”. 
Problem statement
The health sector in Kenya is however beset by varied gaps and broad challenges that range from: skills, knowledge, technology, policy implementation, inadequate facilities, insufficient levels human resources for health, and financial resources.  
Objectives
The Health Sector Development Partner Forum (HSDPF) sets out to bridge these gaps and challenges by providing a knowledge sharing platform for development partners and local private and public health sector players (with especial focus on devolved units and county level private sector healthcare providers).
Alignment of local health sector activities and outputs to development partner inputs, desired outcomes and impacts shall present a basis for increased engagement, grassroots participation including beneficiary level feedback and broader impact from cohesive development partner participation.
The Catholic University of Eastern Africa shall host the second HSDPF on the 26th -28th of October 2016, following on the success of the inaugural HSDPF held in 2015, that saw intergovernmental participation, with the Ministry of Health and over 35 counties represented, as well as several development partners and private sector healthcare players.
Deliverables of the forum:
To provide a platform for the development of partnerships in health between development partners and different stakeholders at the county and service delivery levels, that augment access, quality and demand for healthcare services in all 47 counties, and improve public health outcomes. 
This shall be by focusing on 6 thematic areas, around the WHO Health System, as follows:
1.  Domestic Health Financing and Financing Healthcare Activities;
1. Medical Technologies and Commodities; 
1. Human Resources for Health
1. Governance in Health;
1. Health Service Delivery; and 
1. Health Information.

These shall guide the development of health care practice and policy to alignment of both private and public health sector players - geared to long term, transformational change.
II HSDPF shall provide a platform for North-South: skills, knowledge, technology and other resource transfer and strengthen South-South cooperation and collaboration.
HSDPF Impacts
II HSDPF shall broadly impact the health sector in the country, with beneficiaries of the forum’s outputs largely the middle and lower income segments, and marginalized populations in Kenyan society. 
Focus on maternal and child health, universal health coverage, financing healthcare, strengthening human resources for health, integrating technology at county and service provider levels, and increasing access to, and improving quality of health services. 
HSDPF outputs shall directly impact millions of underserved, often poor and/or hard to reach healthcare seekers in the country, by improving the efficacy and effectiveness of health services. 
Developing new, and strengthening existing partnerships between the private and public sectors.
Development Partners 
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Sustainability 
The HSDPF is slated to be an annual event, addressing opportunities and challenges as they evolve year on year and deepening relationships between development partners, local health sector players, the financial services sector, ICT and medical technology industry.
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